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O’Bannon announces $1.5 million grant 
to support Whirlpool and Hoosier families 

 
Thousands of Hoosiers and one of Evansville’s largest employers will benefit from a 

new $1.5 million federal grant, Governor Frank O’Bannon announced today. 
 

Most of the money will help Whirlpool Corp. manufacture new, energy-efficient 
refrigerators; $200,000 will help homeowners replace old refrigerators with Whirlpool’s new 
Energy Star energy-efficient refrigerators.   

 
The Indiana Department of Commerce’s Energy and Recycling Office received 

permission from the U.S. Department of Energy to use the money for these purposes.  
 
“This is great news for the citizens of Indiana and for Whirlpool Corp.,” O’Bannon 

said. “This money will help Whirlpool continue to be an innovative leader in its industry. It 
also will help preserve jobs for Hoosiers and it helps low-income Hoosiers reduce their 
energy costs.” 

 
Whirlpool, which employs 2,500 Evansville-area workers, will receive $1.3 million to 

support a new manufacturing process to produce energy-efficient refrigerators. The process 
uses a non-ozone-depleting, foam-blowing agent, HFC245fa, which provides better 
insulation and greater energy efficiency than other alternatives. 

 
“We are pleased to continue our close working relationship with both the state of 

Indiana and the city of Evansville,” said Paul Coburn, vice president of Whirlpool’s 
Evansville division.  “These funds will help us in our ongoing efforts to develop and produce 
Energy Star rated refrigerators under our leading brand names. These products are good for 
the environment, good for our customers and good for the employees of the Evansville 
division.” 
            

Whirlpool plans to apply for state grants to train its workers. The state also may 
provide assistance in getting the newly developed technology to other appliance 
manufacturers. 

 
           And the city of Evansville has pledged $300,000. “I am pleased to pledge the city's 
financial support,” Evansville Mayor Russell Lloyd Jr. said. “Whirlpool's Evansville division 
is an industry leader. They are a significant employer in our city, so we know how important 
this grant is to Evansville's continued economic growth.” 

 
Connie Fowler, director of Commerce’s Region 11, which includes Vanderburgh , said, 

“this project is a great example what can happen when Hoosiers work together. All of these 



 2
partners came together to make something happen that will not only benefit this entire 
region, but the entire state. This project is something that can make us all proud. ” 
            

 Commerce’s Office of Energy and Recycling promotes the development of the 
recycling market and buying recycled. It also provides technical and financial assistance to 
companies to encourage them to reduce waste and make recycled-content products. 
Businesses interested in more information about this project, or other energy programs, 
should contact their regional Commerce office or visit the Web site at 
www.indianacommerce.com. 
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